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In your school or organization, the strength of your club depends on how well students and adults know Builders Club — what it's about, the impact it makes and how to support or join the club. A successful Builders Club needs the approval and support of the principal (or the school/organization leaders) to operate and carry out activities; students, teachers, staff and families who are willing to donate items and money, and to participate in school-wide service activities; and students who want to become new members. That’s why it’s important to regularly promote Builders Club at all levels.  
Use the marketing strategies below to enhance awareness of your club:
Introduce Builders Club at Back-to-School Night or an open house.   
· Download How to create Builders Club tabletop display to make a display that shares information about your club.  
· Provide a sheet to collect names of parents/guardians interested in signing up their kids as members. Include an area on the sign-up sheet for adult volunteers.  
· Follow-up is key! After the event, follow up with people who are interested and invite potential members to a “Get to Know Builders Club” meeting.  
 
Hold a “Get to Know Builders Club” information meeting. 
· Create posters or flyers inviting youth to the special meeting and post them throughout the school or facility. 
· Create an agenda with a fun Builders Club icebreaker or teambuilding activity, information about how the club works and stories from members about their experiences. 
· Provide refreshments.
· Don’t forget to give attendees a Builders Club Permission to Participate Form with information about the next club meeting to take home to a parent/guardian.

Spread the word with kids and school/organization staff.
· Make regular appearances on morning announcements. For help, see the outline in Writing School Announcements. 
· Create and update a club bulletin board inside or outside the club’s meeting room. Use these ready-made, printable Builders Club bulletin board graphics. 
· Create and display posters about upcoming service projects that other youth and adults can participate in or contribute to.
· Display member recruitment posters to show students how and why to join Builders Club. 
· Plan Builders Club Week activities for the last full week of February. Each day of the week has a theme that will help your club spread the word, celebrate Builders Club, show kindness to others and share appreciation for your club’s supporters. Ask your school to post about it on their social media accounts.  
· If your school has a Parent Teacher Association (PTA) or Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), share information about Builders Club with them. Then keep up the connection! Offer your club’s help with PTA/PTO events and ask the parents’ group for volunteers and resources for Builders Club service projects.

Consider creating a Marketing Committee to be responsible for these club promotion activities. Don't forget to use Builders Club logos and other recruitment and marketing resources.

Recruit members.  
· Create a list of potential members to approach. Include friends — but also classmates you’d like to meet, students from different grades and students new to the school.  
· Provide talking points and personalized invitations for members to use when inviting guests to a Builders Club service activity or meeting. The strategy is to create a meaningful experience that sparks interest in joining the club. 
· Use ideas shared in the Builders Club Member Recruitment Guide.
· And don’t forget to plant the seeds with incoming students! Work on projects with a K-Kids club at a local elementary school and visit one of their meetings to talk about Builders Club — and to invite them to join when they start middle school/junior high.  

Establish a web presence. 
Connect with the school/organization webmaster to request a Builders Club page on the school website. On your webpage, share: 
· A description of Builders Club
· How to become a member
· Examples and images of past service projects 
· How students and others can contribute to upcoming projects
· Links to school social media accounts
· A link to www.buildersclub.org  

Showcase the club on social media. 
· Meet with the school’s social media specialist to create a posting schedule. 
· Use Creating Social Media Posts to help you make short, engaging posts and videos about the club’s service impact, Builders Club members’ accomplishments, ways others can participate in fundraising or service, and any recognition or awards the club receives. 
· When you post, make sure to tag @BuildersClub to share your club’s stories with Kiwanis International and the other Builders Clubs around the world!
.
If you print this guide, use the search box at www.buildersclub.org/resources to find documents appearing in bold.
Collect signed photo release forms for all members at the beginning of the year so images of members can be used for tabletop displays, presentations, websites and social media.
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